Can dung or garlic be a perfume ? or can
A scorpion or torpedo cure a man ?
Cities are worst of all three: of all three
(O knotty riddle!) each is worst equally.
Cities are selpulchres; they who dwell there
Are carcasses, as if none such there were:
And courts are theatres where some men play
Princes, some slaves, and all end in one day.
The country is a desert where the good

Gain'd inhabits not; born is not understood:
There men become beasts, and, prone to all evils,

In cities blocks, and in a lewd court devils.

As in the first chaos confusedly

Each element's qualities were in th* other three;

So pride, lust, covetise, being several

To these three places, yet all are in all.

And, mingled thus, their issue is incestuous;

Falsehood is denizon'd. Virtue is barbarous.

Let no man say there Virtue's flinty wall

Shall lock vice in me; I'll do none, but know all.

Men are sponges, which to pour out receive;

Who know false play, rather than lose, deceive:

For in best understandings sin began;

Angels sinnM first, then devils, and then man.
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